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For current news from the EPA make sure you visit the EPA web site regularly 
www.englishpetanque.org.uk  

 

 

What’s In This Issue? 
 

National News – Pages 2 - 4 
 

Competition Results – Page 5 
News and results from Whittlesey, Detling and the EPA 

Club Knockout (European Qualifier).  
 

Round The Regions – Pages 6 & 7 
Our usual round up of snippets from around the Regions. 

 
Pétanque People – Pages 8 & 9 

News about some of our individual members. 
 

AFFILIATIO! CO!FIRMED 
 

The EPA’s affiliation with the Fédération 
Internationale de Pétanque et Jeu Provençal (FIPJP) 
and Confédération Européenne de Pétanque (CEP) 
has been confirmed as is our membership of the 
International North Sea Pétanque Tournament 
(INSPT). 
 

  
 
The EPA are looking to fill two very important 
positions – those of Youth Development Officer and 
National Squad Manager. If you think you are up to 
the task see page 2 for more details. 

WELCOME 
 

The EPA looks set to welcome several new clubs in 
2008. The Membership Secretary/Regions have 
already received enquiries from several potential new 
and returning clubs in Eastern, Great Western, Kent, 
London and West Midlands Regions this year so far. 
 

EPA SET TO RECEIVE 

FUNDING FROM NEW 

LOTTERY GAME 

BingoLotto - Real People. RealWinners. 
 

BingoLotto is an exciting new lottery and TV game 
which hit the airwaves in February 2008 and is 
donating at least 20% from the sale of each £2 Lottery 
Gamecard to good causes in the UK. The English 
Pétanque Association is one of these selected 
beneficiaries chosen to receive funds through CCPR 
to help us support the sport at a “grass roots” level.  
 
The game will have a primetime Friday night slot on 
Virgin1 (channel 153 on Sky, channel 122 on Virgin 
and channel 20 on Freeview) and Challenge (Sky 
channel 124 and channel 152 on Virgin) from 7 to 
8pm and will provide interactive challenges for 
players as well as the chance to win a variety of 
prizes. The game will be hosted by comedian Joe 
Pasquale. The Swedish version of BingoLotto has 
given around £100 million to charity each year in its 
native country. Gamecards will be available at over 
10,000 retail outlets in the UK displaying the 
BingoLotto sign. So, show us your support and get 
behind BingoLotto in 2008! 
 

For more information visit www.bingolotto.tv. 
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Invitations are invited for the post of 

EPA NATIONAL SQUAD 
MANAGER 

 
Introduction 
The EPA intends to establish a National squad made 
up of a number of teams that have qualified for the 
squad by virtue of their performance in the national 
qualifying competition. 
 
The teams in the squad will be helped and encouraged 
by the EPA to improve their standard of play relative 
to the international pétanque community and to be the 
source for EPA representative. To achieve these aims 
the EPA Management Committee (MC) will appoint a 
Squad Manager and invites applications from 
members who would like to take on this role. The 
broad duties of the role are listed below but the MC 
will be receptive to other ideas and ways to carry out 
the role and so the detailed role description will be 
agreed with the successful candidate. 
 
Principal Duties 
In this role the Squad Manager will be responsible for 
maintaining the contact information on each player. 
Ensuring that every player knows when and where 
they should be and that they receive regular 
communications on what is taking place and planned 
for the future. The Squad Manager will be responsible 
for travel and such other arrangements for teams 
attending competitions as the EPA representatives or 
as part of any development programme. The Squad 
Manager will be responsible for preparing teams for 
representative matches by agreeing with each team 
improvement plans that integrate competition 
attendance in the UK and Europe with attendance at 
coaching sessions and individual goal setting. 
 
The Squad Manager will be assigned a budget to 
deploy for the benefit of the squad members, to 
include expenses of attending competitions, coaching 
and administrative expenses of the squad. 
 
The Candidate 
The successful candidate will be passionate about 
pétanque and the need to improve the standard of play 
in England. Their pétanque ability is less important 
than the need to be able to provide leadership and 
organisational skills. Managerial experience 
particularly in team building will be an advantage but 
just as important will be enthusiasm, drive and good 
interpersonal skills. 
 
Members interested in this appointment should in the 
first place send a brief résumé by post or email to the 
National President, Mike Pegg, at 41 Warwick Road, 
Southam, Warwickshire, CV47 0HW, Email: mike-
pegg@britishpetanque.org before the closing date of 
19th April 2008. 

National Youth Development Officer  

The EPA Management Committee is seeking a 
suitable candidate for appointment to the post of 

National Youth Development Officer. The 
successful candidate will be an effective 

communicator and committed team player with 
excellent oral and written skills.  He or she will 

need to be a capable organiser and have the ability 
to coach and develop regional YDO’s. 

A self confident personality, ability to set 
challenging goals are just some of the requirements 

the MC seek from the individual. 

The full Job Specification for the post of National 
Youth Development Officer can be downloaded 

from www.englishpetanque.org.uk. 

Members interested in applying for this 
appointment should in the first place email Mike 
Pegg at mike-pegg@britishpetanque.org with a 

brief résumé before the closing date of 19th April 
2008. 

 

MEMBERSHIP & 
PLAYI!G PACKS  

OUT !OW! 
 
Current membership of the EPA expired on 29th 
February 2008. You should have received your 
membership renewal forms by now which you need to 
return via your club secretary ASAP to ensure that 
you are covered for insurance along with all the other 
benefits of membership. If you have not yet received 
your renewal forms then speak to your club secretary. 
 
Playing packs, including entry forms and competition 
rules, were sent out to all club secretaries in February. 
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NATIONAL NEWS 
 

Snippets of information from recent EPA National 
Committee meetings and officers reports… 
 

COACHING 
 

Grade 3 Coaching Courses: 
Another Grade 3 course was run in Kent at the end of 
last year with 5 candidates passing the course. From 
the candidates that have passed several of them are 
keen to set up a regular junior coaching event within 
Kent to encourage and develop Kent juniors. Further 
courses will be run in Southern, Chiltern and Great 
Western areas of the country later in the year. 
 

Grade 2 Coaching Course: 
Further work has continued on the development of a 
new Grade 2 course which, I hope, will be up and 
running this year. 

Dave Lavelle (EPA National Coach) 
 

IMPROVED 
COMMUNICATION 

 

The EPA has committed to communicate more with 
its members. To this end the EPA has commenced 
sending out monthly mailings to clubs, which started 
with the playing packs and will include posters for 
each EPA event, entry forms, updates, this newsletter, 
etc. If you are not seeing regular information from the 
EPA ask your club secretary. Of course you can 
always keep up to date by checking out the EPA web 
site: www.englishpetanque.org.uk 
 

JUNIOR WINDFALL 
 

At the EPA Management Meeting on Saturday 19th 
January the Directors of Pétanque Promotions Ltd 
handed over a cheque for £1500 which was to be used 
specifically for setting up Junior Squad Development 
programme. 
  

EPA International Open 
Tournament - 2008 

 

After the outstanding success of the 2007 event the 
planned 2008 event will definitely go ahead. The date 
for your diary is 1st/2nd November. Full details, entry 
forms etc will be available in early May. Director of 
Promotions, John Roberts, is currently working 
hard to try and attract sponsors. John would be 
interested to hear from any member if they have leads 
on potential sponsors or indeed if your company 
would be interested. Please forward any details to 
John Roberts at hedleyroberts@waitrose.com  

Pétanque Promotions Ltd 
(The merchandising arm of the EPA) 

 
A new style catalogue has now been distributed to all 
EPA Clubs. New for 2008 are EPA pin badges. 
 
June 26th will see Pétanque Promotions assist 
Rapleys in their annual charity pétanque 
event. Rapleys is a large commercial property 
company. 2008 will be the sixth time that this event 
has been held. In the five years that the event has been 
held so far over £60,000 has been raised for the Red 
Cross.  
  
On the 26th June, at either Regents Park or Battersea 
Park, members of the EPA will "coach" 64 teams who 
will guaranteed a minimum of three games each, in 
addition a "Pétanque Challenge" will be introduced 
this year. If any EPA member would like to help at 
this event please email John Roberts on 
hedleyroberts@waitrose.com  

 

ROLL OF HONOUR 
 
I have finally managed to put together the GB Roll of 
Honour. This can be viewed at: 

www.britishpetanque.org/news.htm 
 
I have taken what info I have dating back to 1974 and 
added more recent honours that were gained under the 
BPF and EPA. There are a few omissions but I hope 
not too many mistakes. 
 
I trust that anyone that can fill the omissions or 
correct the mistakes will email me mike-
pegg@britishpetanque.org so that I can maintain an 
accurate Roll of Honour. 

Mike Pegg – National President 
 

WORLDS OR EUROPE? 
 

A number of people have picked up on the wording in 
the EPA competition rules that the first placed teams 
in the EPA Triples Championship Top 16 and Ladies 
Triples Championship Top 8 will qualify to represent 
England at a European event or the World 
Championships. 
 
Mike Pegg explains that “Sending teams to the World 
Championships in Senegal and China will be 
dependent partly on the number of entries for the 
qualifying events but more importantly on the advice 
we are given by the Foreign Office. If we are unable 
to send a team to either or both world championships 
we will send them to an event in Europe rather than 
not send them anywhere.” 
 
It should also be noted that no date or venue has been 
advertised yet for the Ladies World Championships. 
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QUALIFICATION/REPRESENTATION    
 
Following the demise of the British Pétanque 
Federation all international representation now comes 
under the jurisdiction of the EPA. Reproduced below 
(from the EPA Competition Rules 2008) is a summary 
of how you can qualify to represent England at the 
various International events:  
 
Home !ations: 
Qualification to represent England in the Home 
Nations will be the top 8 teams at the EPA Home 
Nations Qualifying event.  
 
The Junior Doubles and Triples combined will be 
used to select the two junior teams. 
 
International !orth Sea Tournament: 
The team placed first over-all after the three English 
Triples Championship Qualifiers will qualify as the 
Open team. 
 
The team placed first over-all after the two Ladies 
Triples Championship Qualifiers will qualify as the 
Ladies team. 
 
The team placed first over-all after the two Espoirs 
Triples Championship Qualifiers events will qualify 
as the Espoirs team. 
 
The Junior Doubles and Triples combined will be 
used to select the junior team. 
 
World Championships (or European events): 
The team placed first in the EPA Triples 
Championship Top 16 will qualify to represent 
England at a European event or the World 
Championships. 
 
The team placed first in the Ladies Triples 
Championship Top 8 will qualify to represent 
England at a European event or the Ladies World 
Championships. 
 
Junior European Championship: 
The Junior Doubles and Triples combined will be 
used to select the team to represent England at the 
Junior European Championship. 
 
Espoirs European Championship: 
The Espoirs teams (male & female) to represent 
England in the Espoirs European Championship will 
be selected from those that take part in the two 
Espoirs Qualifiers. 
 
European Club Cup: 
The club to represent England in the European Club 
Cup will be the winner of the EPA Club Knockout 
event.  
 

OTHER POI!TS TO !OTE: 
 
FI!A!CES: 
 
All the players, with the exception of the juniors and 
espoirs, representing England at the INSPT, European 
events or the World Championships will be required 
to meet part or all of their costs. 
 
All players representing England in the Home Nations 
Tournament will be required to meet all their own 
costs. 
 
TEAM STRIP: 
 
Just matching tops are required this year for all EPA 
events with the exception of the Inter Regionals and 
Champion of Champions events that will require full 
regional matching kit (tops and bottoms). 
 
LICE!CES: 
 
A valid EPA Licence (previously a membership card) 
is all that is required to participate in any EPA event 
(subject to being booked in, of course).  
 
Note - An International Licence, recognised by the 
FIPJP, will be required if playing abroad or in any 
International event (such as the North Sea, European 
Championships, World Championships etc). An EPA 
Licence can be upgraded to an International Licence 
by the addition of a recent passport size photograph in 
the space provided and the addition of the official 
embossed stamp (which can be arranged by your 
Regional Membership Secretary. 
 
CHA!GE I! FORMAT: 
 
The EPA National Singles, Doubles and Mixed 
Doubles Championships will be still be run under the 
Swiss format but depending on the number of entries 
will be either 4 or 5 rounds with a semi and final or 
just a final. 
 
A!D DO!’T FORGET –  
E!TRY TO ALL EPA EVE!TS IS BY PRE-
REGISTRATIO! O!LY, SO MAKE SURE YOU 
RETUR! THE BOOKI!G FORM BY THE 
DEADLI!E FOR EACH EVE!T. 
 

NEW VENTURE 

FOR CADETS & MINORS 
 
In addition to the very popular and successful Junior 
Weekend of Excellence the EPA will be holding a 
come and try/coaching day for cadets and minors 
which will include a few games. This has been 
scheduled for 14th June. 
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Kent Indoor Classic 2008 
 
 
 
The third Kent Indoor Classic, sponsored by Ab Fab 
Flowers, was held at Kent County Showground, 
Detling near Maidstone on 10th February.  
 
The competition had a truly International flavour as 
78 teams from Belgium, Denmark, France, Holland, 
Scotland and Wales, as well as teams from all over 
England, competed for the title and the cash prizes.  
 
There was a welcome boost for the sponsors and 
organisers as, once again, the television cameras were 
in attendance from the local Kent TV. There was also 
some brief coverage on ITV’s Meridian News. The 
full Kent TV report lasts nearly 6 minute and can be 
viewed on-line at: 
http://www.kenttv.com/programmes.php?PID=7...e+C
hampionships 
 
After a full days play the main final was a virtual 
repeat of last year with the French team of Jean 
Christian Evrard, Michel Evrard, Sebastian Hautecour 
and Daniel Gens retaining the title. While the team of 
Nic Baxter and Sofianne Lachani, this year playing 
with Simon Bird, again had to settle for the runners up 
prize. 
 
Winners and runners up of the other categories were: 
Gold Plate 
Winners: Darryl Glover, Dean Seville, Richard Bunny 
R/Up: Dave Turner, Phil Bradshaw, Neil Dobbins 
 
Silver Cup 
Winners: Vanessa Webb, Lee & Angie Jamieson 
R/Up: Sean Prendergast, Robert Binnie, Alan Wright 
 
Silver Shield 
Winners: Pauline Baxter, Richard Foulsham, Chris Wilcox, 
Pam Treend 
R/Up: John Holbourn, Rob Harvey, Mike Sharratt, Steve 
Golder 
 
Bronze Cup 
Winners: Trevor Blows, Lorne Gibson, Adam Buxton 
R/Up: Ron Phelps, Christine Peat, Frank Charlesworth, 
David Wicks 
 
Bronze Shield 
Winners: Scott Ashby, Mathew Whatley, Samantha Littley 
R/Up: John Fowers, Eileen Fowers, Gill Pearson 
 
Consolage Cup 
Winners: Kath Brooks, Andy Rees, Chris Rand 
R/Up: Robert Cooter, Dean Ashby, Charles Fribbens  
 
Consolage Shield 
Winners: Corinne Cooter, Tracy Turner, Glenys Johnston 
R/Up: Gordon Angell, Jean Olley, Christine Cole 
 
A full list of the final standings and pictures of the 
winners and runners up can be seen at: 
www.kentpetanque.org. 

INDOOR WINNERS 
 
The winners of the first team event, held at Whittlesey 
in November, were a cosmopolitan team made up of 
players from 8 different clubs, emanating from 6 
different regions - Jerome Rousseau, Brian Stote & 
Phillipe Bonnet (West Midlands), Nic Baxter & 
Martin Baker (Kent), Sylvain Borsi (London), Phil 
Claydon (Chiltern) and Lee Lickorish (East 
Midlands). They were clear leaders winning 20 of 
their 24 games. 
 
Winners of the second Mixed Doubles on 20th January 
were Kath Brooks and Andy Rees (AKA ‘Spanner’) 
from the East Midlands. 
 
Leaders after the five Indoor Grand Prix’s were team 
“North South Divide” who won 3 events and also had 
a second place. Winning the other two events team 
“ERREA” finished second in the qualifiers. See back 
page for a report on the Grand Prix Final. 
 
The second team event in February was won by a 
team from the East Midlands consisting of Emma 
Longstaff, Andy Rees, Tony Moulding, Paul Brooks, 
Lisa & John Edmondson.  
 

EUROPEAN CLUB CUP 
(ENGLISH QUALIFIER) 

 
Following the conclusion of the five qualifying rounds 
the six clubs who qualified out-right for the finals are: 
Mistral (NR), Colne Angels (ER), Plough & Chequers 
(KT), Tovil (KT), Crondall (SR) and Cobbetts (SR). 
 
At the competition’s inception last year it was planned 
that the top 6 English club sides would play off 
against the top club side from both Scotland and 
Wales to find the British qualifier. However since 
then the BPF has folded so, in order to get the 
qualifiers up to the required 8 teams for the finals, a 
“Repêchage” round was held on 16th February from 
the 6 losers of the 5th round to determine which two 
clubs would join the finalists. Emerging victorious 
were Engine (CH) and Hartley (KT). 
 
We’ll bring you a report from the finals in the next 
edition. The winners will find out in early April who 
they will be playing as the CEP Board will be 
conducting the draw for the 2008 European Cup for 
Club Teams at their April meeting. 
 
Due to the success of the Club Knockout event the 
EPA have confirmed that they will again be running 
the event in 2008/09. All eligible clubs will again be 
entered automatically. However, if your club does 
!OT wish to enter the Club Knockout competition 
please advise the EPA Secretary (e-mail: 
secretary@englishpetanque.org.uk) before the end 
of June. 
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ROUND THE REGIONS 
 

☻ The AGM took place 
at the Bob Carter Centre 
on Monday 29th October. 

Attendance was nearly double from last Year, which 
was still nothing to shout about as all those there were 
members of the executive and management committee 
except one. It can only be concluded that the 
membership is happy with the way the Association is 
running, or is it more likely that ‘apathy’ has set in 
once again. ☻ It was agreed at the AGM to allocate 
more funds in 2008 for junior development.  

Sources: www.angliapetanque.webeden.co.uk  
& “On The Piste”  

 
Chiltern Region ☻ This winter sadly saw the 
passing of two great figures in the Region – Former 
BPA President Mike Murphy of the Langford Plough 
PC and Violet (Vi) Sanders of the Ouse PC (see 
Chiltern web site for a tribute). ☻ Chiltern will be 
hosting two “Junior Try Out” sessions on Saturdays 
26th April and 10th May.  

Source: www.p.etanque.tripod.com/Chiltern  
 

Devon Region ☻ Ottery St Mary 
PC may soon be temporarily 
homeless as their home terrain at the 

Salston Manor Hotel has been sold and the new buyer 
intends to close it for refurbishment later in the year 
for about 12 months. They can continue to use the 
terrain until further notice but without any toilets or 
other facilities so they are unable to host any 
competitions this year.  

Source: John Thatcher 
 
Eastern Counties Region ☻ 
After many years as Regional 
Secretary Bob Wilmot has now stood 
down to be replaced by Julie 
Constable. ☻ There could potentially 
be two new clubs in the Region as both the 
Metropolitan Police/Britannia Club and the Rayne 
Cock are looking to affiliate with the Region. ☻ The 
Region hope to field a full junior team at Brean this 
year with new juniors looking to join. ☻ ECR are 
looking to arrange some 'come and try' days not just to 
promote the sport but also to encourage juniors to 
join. 

Source: www.ecrpetanque.co.uk 
 

East Midlands P.A. ☻ Both 
Sandy Coleman (Membership) and 
John Lewis (Treasurer) retired from 
office at the AGM after many years 

loyal service to the Region. John had served the 
Region loyally for 14 of the last 18 years in the roles 
of President or Treasurer whilst Sandy has been 
Membership Secretary for the past 10 years.  

East Midlands Continued ☻ The East 
Midlands web site has undergone a “makeover” and is 
now even easier to navigate. New features include 
Regional Winners and Past Officers going back to the 
formation of the Region back in 1979.  

Source: 
www.eastmidlandspetanque.org.uk/emhomepage.htm   

 
Great Western Region ☻ Members of The 
Ship have been invited to France in May to help 
celebrate the 10th anniversary of the formation of the 
club in La Riviére St Sauveur.  

Source: www.shippetanque.org.uk  
 

Isle of Wight Region  
☻ Mike Renouf took over the 
role of Regional President from 
Shirley Hiscock. However 

despite earning a well earned rest for her sterling 
work for the Region over the years Shirley will still 
lend her experience as Regional Vice President and 
Treasurer as well as being a committee member for 
the IoW Pétanque League. ☻ The Isle of Wight 
became the latest Region to re-vamp their web site. 
It’s a nicely laid out and informative web site with the 
added bonus that it’s up to date.  

Source: http://islandpetanque.co.uk  
 
Kernow P.A.  ☻ Kernow were 
the last of the EPA’s regions to hold 
their AGM, which was on Sunday 24th 
February. At the time of writing it is 
not known if any committee changes took place. 
 

Kent P.A.  ☻ The Kent League 
have generously donated £500 towards 
the KPA Junior Fund. The fund was 
further enhanced with the proceeds of 

the raffle from Detling. ☻ The Kent Indoor Classic 
received good reviews for the improvements made 
this year. The event continues to attract good 
continental sides and has now firmly replaced 
Towerlands as the traditional season opener for a lot 
of players. (See page 5 for report and results) ☻ The 
George and Lordswood will contest the Winter 
League cup final on 14th March while Hartley take on 
Ryarsh in the plate final. 

Sources:  www.kentpetanque.org & Kent Gazette   
 
London P.A.  ☻ London now 
have a new “url” for their regional 
web site (see below for the link). ☻ 
The main change on the Regional 
Committee at the AGM saw Bruce 
Rowland take over the reins of 
Regional President. Outgoing President, Benoit 
Brousson, took on the post of Secretary.  

Source: www.londonpetanque.co.uk   
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 ROUND THE REGIONS Continued 
 

!orthern Pétanque ☻ At the 
time of writing 73 hardy soles (more 
than three-quarters of the total 
Northern membership) have 
competed in the Winter Pairs League. 

With one event still to play Colin Smith of Mistral PC 
leads the standings.  

Source: www.northernpetanque.co.uk 
 

Southern Counties P.A.   
☻ There was an excellent turn out of 
over 100 members for the SCPA AGM 
on 25th November, 40 of whom stayed 
on to compete in the first of the winter mêlées  held 
immediately after the AGM. ☻ A presentation 
evening was held at Fareham on 1st December during 
which a raffle was held with the proceeds going 
towards the region’s juniors. 

Source: www.southerncountiespetanque.org.uk 
 

Sussex Pétanque Region  ☻ 
While the fledgling Region continues 
to prosper it is still desperately short of 
would be committee members and is 
having to co-opt volunteers to fill the 

vacancies. Two such volunteers are David Cover, who 
has taken over the post of Secretary, and Jackie 
Broad, who has taken on the Treasurer’s role. ☻ 
David Cover also offered to assist with web work so 
hopefully we’ll see Sussex Pétanque on-line soon. ☻ 
The Region received a welcome boost of some skilful 
and experienced players when members of the Half 
Moon PC relocated to the Welcome Stranger P.H in 
Crowborough and joined the Region.  
 
Thames Valley P.A. ☻ 
Like London, Thames Valley also 
have a new “url” for their regional 
web site (see below for the link). 
☻ Twenty pairs registered for the Winter Pairs. After 
the league and knockout stages Steve Sellwood and 
Tony Green (standing in for Mike Adams) from the 
Boyne Hill Bozos PC ran out winners. ☻ Mark 
Blackall has taken over the role of Regional President 
while outgoing President, Dave Piggin, remains on the 
committee as Regional Umpire. 

Source: www.thamesvalleypetanque.co.uk  
 

☻ At the AGM it 
was agreed to reduce 
the Regional adult 

membership fee for 2008-09 by £4 to £16, bringing 
them in line with the National average. ☻ The 
President, Dudley Lewin, expressed his gratitude to 
Dave Hancox for his many years of service to the 
Region after Dave stood down from his current posts 
of Vice President and YDO. ☻ The WMPA’s priority 
for the coming year will be to develop the sport in the 
West Midlands through new clubs.  

West Midlands Continued ☻ The WMPA 
have a new website www.westmidlandspetanque.org.uk 
☻ The newest club to be formed in the Region is 
Warwick Pétanque Club who are based at the 
Warwickians Rugby Club. They have already held 
their first event, which was a melee on 23rd December. 
This was well supported by local clubs and was won 
by Gary Durant and Tony Thompson. ☻David Mason 
and Paul Stoodly lead the Winter Pairs with one result 
outstanding. 

   Sources: www.westmidlandspetanque.org.uk 
www.warwickpetanque.org.uk 

www.halfcrownpetanque.org.uk  
 
!on Regional ☻ The Jersey Pétanque 
Association’s constitution requires that it affiliates to 
either the BPF or the FIPJP. As the BPF has been 
wound up it reports it now has no option but to pursue 
the affiliation to the International Federation. To do 
this Jersey will have to establish with the FIPJP that it 
is a separate entity and not a part of England (or 
Scotland or Wales) before it will be accepted. ☻ The 
JPA’s junior development winter programme has been 
postponed until the spring due to a low turn-out, 
possibly due to the bad weather. However the 
development will continue in the spring.  ☻ Jersey 
PC will be hosting their 20th Open and Melee 
competitions on Saturday May 3rd & Sunday May 4th. 
See the club’s web page (below) for details of the 
event and an entry form. ☻ The Guernsey Open 
events will be held over the weekend of 12-14th 
September.  

Sources: www.jpa.org.je, www.petanque.org.je & 
http://guernseypetanque.co.uk  

 

        
 

WE WA!T YOUR !EWS! 
 
This is your newsletter and we want to hear what’s 
going on in your neck of the woods. We want your 
local news, your views on the sport, local happenings, 
hatch, match and dispatch (births, marriages and 
deaths). Indeed anything that you think may be of 
interest to the wider pétanque community. Please 
forward any articles for inclusion in the newsletter to 
the editor at the address on the back page.     

 

NEW VENUE 
 

The EPA Home Nations qualifier on 6th July and the 
Home Nations Tournament on 16-17th August will 
both be held at Princes Park, Dartford – a new venue 
for an EPA event.   
 
Princes Park is an award winning community stadium 
just a few minutes drive from the M25.  
 
See www.dartford.gov.uk/princespark1/ for more 
information on the venue. 
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PÉTANQUE PEOPLE 
 

CHARITY TREK 
 

Pam Treend (SCPA) is taking part in the Weight 
Watchers Croatia Coastal Trek for the British Heart 
Foundation in September. She needs to raise a 
minimum of £1350 to take part (£620 will cover the 
associated travel and accommodation costs). The net 
income raised by this event will help to fund 
pioneering research into the causes and treatment of 
heart disease among men, women and children. 
 

Since joining Weight Watchers Pam has lost almost 6 
stone in 12 months, “it is difficult to find her in bed!” 
said Trevor her husband. 
 

Pam will be one of a group of 30 people undertaking 
this arduous trek, walking for approximately 6 hours a 
day and she will be grateful for your support and any 
donations which members feel they can make. Pam 
can be contacted directly by email: 
trevor_treend@hotmail.com 
 

 

SPECIAL 
DELIVERY 

 
Congratulations to East Midlands members Sue 
and Andy Longstaff on the birth of their son - 
Luke William. 
 

SIMON STANDS DOWN 
 
Simon Bird (Eastern Counties) has confirmed that he 
has retired from playing National competitions. He 
hopes that this would allow him more time to fulfil his 
role as Regional Coach. 
 
For the record Simon has been a stalwart of British 
Pétanque for nearly 30 years. He has represented 
Great Britain at 4 World Championships and 
countless North Sea Tournaments as well as holding 
11 National Titles. He is one of only a handful of 
active Grade 2 coaches in the country and he has 
served on the National Committee. 
 

   
Pictured above – Left Simon (on the right) as half of the 
Lachani/Bird double act winning the 2007 National Doubles title 
and Right – Simon in his younger days (sorry Simon I just had to 
show it!). 

RICHARD SMITH 
(1945 – 2007) 

 
Richard Smith, former president of the Cornwall 
region of the BPA, sadly died of on 24th November 
2007 aged 62 after a very brave fight against Motor 
Neurone Disease. Richard was President of the 
Region during the 1990’s and formerly lived at Point, 
Devoran before moving to Cumbria. Our condolences 
to his wife Lynn and family. 
 

GEOFFREY BENT 
(1933-2007) 

 
Geoffrey Bent, a member of Wanderers St Faith Club 
died suddenly on Sunday 25th November. Geoffrey 
enjoyed playing so much that he made a terrain in is 
garden (even with a floodlight), which was his home 
terrain for the winter league and where he used to 
practise most summer evenings with his wife Eileen. 
Geoffrey played the game for pleasure more than 
winning, never got upset about losing and was a very 
good sport, he will be greatly missed as a very loyal 
member of the Wanderers Wildcats team. 

Derek Shoesmith 
 

MIKE MURPHY 
(1946-2008) 

 
Mike Murphy, latterly of Chiltern Region and 
formerly from Eastern Region, sadly passed away 
peacefully on 3rd January after a short illness. Mike 
was instrumental in the formative years of the BPA in 
the mid-late seventies. Mike was a Team Manager at 
Great Britain’s first appearance at a World 
Championships, which were held in Canada in 1975. 
He was President of Eastern Region before going on 
to become the second BPA President between 1976-
78. He was made an Honorary Life Member of the 
Association for his services to the sport back in 1978. 
Our condolences to his wife Jan and family. 
   

SANDRA PREECE 
(1944-2008) 

 
It is with great regret that I inform you that Sandra 
Preece from our Thames Valley region passed away 
on Saturday 5th January. Sandra had been battling 
with cancer for some-time and it is very sad to hear 
that this battle has been lost. I am told by her family 
that she passed away peacefully and quietly. From the 
outset of the BPA mixed doubles championship until 
2005 she had been my stalwart partner, we were not 
always successful but we always did our best and had 
so much fun. I shall miss her friendship, 
competiveness, her wicked sense of humour and the 
patience she had to have playing with me.  

Mike Pegg – National President 
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EDWIN (TED) BURTON 
(1920-2008) 

 
Sadly Ted Burton of the Epping Horizons Pétanque 
Club and a Life Member of the BPA/EPA passed 
away in February. In the mid 90’s Ted was involved 
with rewriting the British Pétanque Association’s 
constitution, a task for which in 1999 he was awarded 
Life membership of the BPA. He was also given the 
first BPA “Honorary Umpire” licence in recognition 
of his commitment and contribution to umpiring. He 
had a great love for pétanque and according to his son 
David, “to the end he entertained hopes of being able 
to play once again”. Ted was a great asset to our 
sport, he would attend our AGM’s often helping out 
the President and Secretary with advice on our 
constitution and the protocol of the meeting. Without 
people willing to take on these sorts of tasks there 
wouldn’t be an EPA. He will be greatly missed by all 
those whose life he touched. 

Mike Pegg – National President 
 

For a full version of Mike’s tribute see: 
www.englishpetanque.org.uk/news.html. 

 

JANET TAYLOR 
(1942-2008) 

 
Sadly Janet passed away on February 1st 2008. Janet 
was a much respected pétanque player and has 
represented the Norwich Pétanque Club, the County 
of Norfolk and Anglia Region at various levels, 
including being a member of the Anglia team which 
won the National Inter Regional Championship at 
Poole in 1991. Most recently she was the top player in 
Norfolk County League Division 1 2007. Janet was 
very popular with other players because of her happy 
personality and smile. Janet will be sadly missed by 
all. 

Courtesy of On The Piste 
 

        
 

Congress of 

County Regions 
 

The EPA’s first Congress of County regions will take 
on 19th July at the Luton Regional Sports Centre. 
 
Each County Region will have the right to be 
represented at the Annual Congress by 1 delegate for 
every 60 members (or part thereof). 
 
Any EPA member is welcome to attend but voting 
will be restricted to the regional delegates and elected 
officers of the management committee. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOCUS ON YOUTH 
 
One worrying aspect of the game has been the decline 
in recent years in the number of juniors playing our 
sport so it is great to see so many of the EPA Regions 
making a special effort this year to try and encourage 
juniors into the game. Below are just some of the 
Regional events planned for 2008: 
 
Anglia – are allocating more funds for junior 
development. Two junior events are planned for 1st 
June and 3rd August with other junior events being run 
by various clubs throughout the year. 
 
Chiltern – are running a junior winter league and will 
follow this up with two Junior “Try Out” sessions in 
April and May to select players for their Regional 
squads. These will be followed by a Senior/Junior 
doubles on 17th August. 
 
East Midlands – commence their junior coaching 
sessions on April 12th. 
 
Eastern – plan on holding some 'come and try' days 
to encourage Juniors to join. 
 
Isle of Wight - are holding two junior squad days on 
16th March and 6th July. Like Chiltern they also have a 
section of their web site dedicated to junior pétanque. 
 
Kent – carried out a survey amongst its junior and 
younger members and, as a result, are instigating a 
monthly junior academy. 
 
Southern – have a junior squad day on 15th March, 
Adult & Junior doubles on 5th May and their Junior 
Triples on 13th July. 

 

PETANQUE PROMOTIONS Ltd 
Specialist suppliers of Boules, Manuals and Accessories 

 
UK Distributors for JB Boules 

 

  
 
 

To obtain current prices and details of boules 
equipment, manuals and clothing contact: 

 
Mick Bourton on 024 7646 4034 

Or go on line to: 
www.boulesales.co.uk  

 
Remember any surplus at  
the end of the year is put  
back into the sport. 
 

 

Pétanque Promotions Ltd,  
Coventry Enterprise Centre, Bilton Industrial Estate, Coventry CV3 1JL 
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2008 EPA & INTERNATIONAL CALENDAR 

Date Event Venue 

16-Mar-08 European Cup for Clubs (EPA Qualifier) #   Whittlesey 

05-Apr-08 EPA Junior Doubles Lordswood 

05/06-Apr-08 EPA Junior Shooting Lordswood 

06-Apr-08 EPA Junior Triples Lordswood 

06-Apr-08 EPA Espoirs Triples 1 Lordswood 

13-Apr-08 EPA Ladies Triples Qualifier 1 Thurmaston 

20-Apr-08 EPA Triples Championship Qualifier 1 Crondall 

27-Apr-08 EPA Ladies Triples Qualifier 2 Lordswood 

04-May-08 EPA Triples Championship Qualifier 2 Bury St Edmunds 

11-May-08 EPA Espoirs Triples 2 Harrow 

18-May-06 EPA Triples Championship Qualifier 3 Oldbury on Severn 

24-May-08 EPA Singles Bury St Edmunds 

25-May-08 EPA Doubles  Bury St Edmunds 

26-May-08 EPA Mixed Doubles Bury St Edmunds 

08-Jun-08 EPA Triples Championship Top 16 # Harrow 

14-Jun-08 Minors and Cadets Coaching/Competition Adur 

26/28-Jun-08 International North Sea Tournament #  Copenhagen, Denmark  

06-Jul-08 EPA Home Nations Qualifier Dartford 

19-Jul-08 EPA Congress of County Regions Luton 

27-Jul-08 EPA Ladies Triples Top 8 # TBA  (once teams known) 

8/10-Aug-08 European Junior Championships # Maastricht, Netherlands  

16/17-Aug-08 Home Nations Championships # Dartford 

6/7-Sep-08 EPA Inter-Regional Championships # Brean Sands  

TBA Ladies World Championships # China 

21-Sep-08 EPA Over 50s Doncaster 

28-Sep-08 EPA Triples Championship Qualifier (2009) 1 Bury St Edmunds 

04-Oct-08  EPA Champion of Champions Doubles # To Be Advised 

05-Oct-08  EPA Champion of Champions Triples # To Be Advised 

19-Oct-08  EPA Triples Championship Qualifier (2009) 2  Crondall 

1/2-Nov-08 EPA International Open  Godmanchester 

12/16-Nov-08 Senior World Championships # Dakar, Senegal 

22-Nov-08  EPA Annual General Meeting  Solihull 

 

Events marked # are by qualification/selection only. All other events are “Open”, subject to pre-registration. 
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AROUND THE WORLD 

 
 

INTERNATIONAL OPENS 
 

If you’re thinking of taking in some top 
competitions abroad this year then check out the 
recently released FIPJP calendar at 
www.fipjp.com . As well as all of the World and 
Continental championships it also lists top 
international open events from around the World. 
 

ASIAN PÉTANQUE ASIAN PÉTANQUE ASIAN PÉTANQUE ASIAN PÉTANQUE 
CHAMPIONSHIPSCHAMPIONSHIPSCHAMPIONSHIPSCHAMPIONSHIPS 

  
The eleventh Asian Pétanque Championships took 
place in Thailand between 1st-4th December 2007.  
 
In the Mens Triples event 17 teams representing 10 
Nations competed. The final results were: 

1st Thailand 1  
2nd Thailand 2  
3rd Vietnam 1 and Laos 1 

 
There were 13 teams in the Ladies Triples from 8 
nations which, strangely, including Australia. The 
results were: 

1st Thailand 1  
2nd Vietnam 1  
3rd Thailand 2 and Cambodia 2 

 
The Mens shooting event had 19 entries with 
Cambodia taking first and second places. Vietnam 
took both bronze medals. The Ladies Shooting saw 
Thailand take the Gold and Silver with Laos and 
Cambodia taking the Bronze medals. 
 
Finally the secondary Nations Cup events were won 
by Vietnam 2 (Mens) and Cambodia 1 (Ladies). 
 

Results courtesy of: www.petanqueaustralia.com  
 

 
 
The French Federation’s (FFPJP) web site has 
undergone a makeover. For details of open 
competitions in France, as well as a whole host of 
other information check out: www.petanque.fr  
 

IBERIA CUP 
 
The annual competition between Spain, Portugal and 
Andorra for the “Copa Iberica” took place in La 
Rioja, Spain between 19th-21st October last year. 
Three mens triples and two ladies triples from each 
nation took part in the round robin events. 
 
Spain took their usual first places in both the mens 
and ladies events. However Andorra pulled off a 
surprise as they overcame the Portuguese to take 
second place in the Ladies event. 
 
Results: 
Mens Event – 1st Spain, 2nd Portugal, 3rd Andorra 
Ladies Event - 1st Spain, 2nd Andorra, 3rd Portugal 
 

SOUTH EAST 
ASIA GAMES 

 

Pétanque again featured in the 
South East Asia games that were 
held in Thailand in November/ 
December. 
 
There were 9 categories played – Mens Shooting, 
Ladies Shooting, Mens Singles, Ladies Singles, Mens 
Doubles, Ladies Doubles, Mixed Doubles, Mens 
Triples and Ladies Triples. 
 
It was evident right from the start of the pétanque 
events that the hosts would not have it all their own 
way as their two former shooting World Champions, 
Thaloengkiat Phusa-At and Thongsri Thamakord both 
lost in the finals of the Mens and Ladies shooting 
events respectively to their counterparts from Laos. 
 
It wasn’t until the fourth day of pétanque that the 
hosts took their first gold in the Ladies Singles. 
Thailand went on to win four gold medals, also 
winning the Ladies Doubles and Ladies Triples while 
the men chipped in by winning the Male Triples.  
 
Cambodia took gold in the Mens Singles and Doubles 
events, while Vietnam won the Mixed Doubles. The 
final medal tally for the pétanque events is reproduced 
below: 
 
Medals Table for 
Pétanque events Gold Silver Bronze 
Thailand 4 4 1 
Laos       2  5 
Cambodia       2 3 2 
Vietnam 1 1 6 
Philippines  1  
Malaysia    3  
Singapore   1 

 Results courtesy of:  www.kosoc2007.com  
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WELSH BOULERS ON 
‘EGGHEADS’ 

 
On Saturday 23 February a team of Welsh boulers 
faced their biggest challenge yet. No, not playing 
England in the pouring rain in Inverness. They 
challenged the elite ‘Eggheads’ team on the popular 
BBC2 quiz programme.  
 
The WPA was invited to provide a team of quick-
witted, intelligent quiz buffs to audition for the 
programme. They couldn’t find anyone who met the 
criteria but, nevertheless, the following team got 
through their audition to take on the Eggheads: 
 
Jake Caston (captain) Panteg 
Harry Drake Creigiau 
Roger Griffin Monkstone 
Tony Jellings Wenvoe 
Mike Jones Monkstone 
John Barnes (Reserve) Monkstone 
 
We don’t know when the programme will be 
broadcast and, if they get humiliated, they probably 
won’t tell us the date so you’ll need to keep an eye 
out for it!  

Courtesy of www.welshpetanque.org.uk  
 

MORE TV COVERAGE 
 
For the second time in as many months the television 
cameras were in Kent doing a “piece” on pétanque. 
This time it was BBC reporter Mike Bushell and his 
camera crew. They visited the Plough & Chequers on 
27th February to record an article on ‘unusual sports’ 
in which Mike tried his hand at the game. The clip 
will be aired on Saturday March 8th between 09:30 
and 10am on BBC1 News and should continue 
running on BBC News 24 throughout the day.  
 
 

PÉTANQUE ON THE RADIO 
 
Congratulations to Phil Boarder and Marion Halsey 
(of the Anglia Pétanque Association) on getting some 
BBC Radio Coverage for our beloved sport. Imagine 
my shock on listening to YES Radio 2 Chris Evans' 
slot when both those names were mentioned. Well 
done to the pair. 

‘Stone Williams (c/o Talking Boule) 

SACRÉS BOULES 

 
 

“Come on guys, you’re taking this far too seriously. 
It is only a league match.” 

 
Brought to you courtesy of www.petanque.org      

 

INDOOR GP FINAL RESULTS 
 

A successful Whittlesey Indoor Grand Prix series 
ended with the Finals Day on Sunday 2nd March. 
Twenty teams contested the final round, with £835 
prize money on offer after qualifying from the 
previous five competitions. The winners were DRM 
(Miles Gooda, Rasheed Hannache, Dan Hill) who 
beat ERREA (Jerome Rousseau, Phil Claydon, Martin 
Baker) in a great final. (Finalists pictured below). In 
3rd spot were “More Than Lucky” (Alan Newland, 
Steve Zimmerman, Adrian Emson) and 4th 
“Richochet” (Danny Sims, Derek Northend, Mike 
Sparkes). 
 

If you wish to receive information on next winter’s 
Indoor Grand Prix series contact Alan Newland, E-
mail alannewland@hotmail.com or 07905 257013. 

 

 
 

EDITORS NOTE     
 

The views expressed in PÉTA!QUE QUARTERLY 
are those of the editor and contributors only. They do 
not, necessarily, reflect the views of the English 
Pétanque Association.     


